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“Through personal contact and association...men are reached by the saving power of 
the gospel. They are not saved in masses, but as individuals. Personal 
influence is a power. We must come close to those whom we desire to benefit.” MB 
36 
 
 
7 steps to successful personal witnessing 
1. Right motivation and attitude. 
We can be completely sure that God wants all of us to be involved in personal 
evangelism.  
This means that all of you here are called to do it, and God will help us to become 
more effective soul winners.  
 
If you are going to witness for others, your motivation is important!  
Trust God. 
 
Matthew 28:18: And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Matthew 28:19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Matthew 28:20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
- It is Jesus’ power that is the reason that we can go out. He will be with us. 
 
The duty of the Holy Spirit: 
John 16:8: And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment. 
 
The danger of unbelief 
“Our greatest need is faith in God. When we look on the dark side, we lose our 
hold on the Lord of Israel. As the heart is opened to fears and conjectures, the 
path of progress is hedged up by unbelief. Let us never feel that God has 
forsaken his work... Go forward in faith; trust the Lord to prepare the way for his 
work. Then you will find rest in Christ. As you cultivate faith, and place yourselves in 
right relation to God, and by earnest prayer brace yourselves to do your duty, you 
will be worked by the Holy Spirit.” (7T 211) 
 
We must dare to take a step out of our comfort zone. 
One thing that will determine whether you will be successful or not in personal 
evangelism, is your devotion to personal evangelism. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:1: Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many 
days. 
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Don’t be afraid of making mistakes! Be prepared for them. You can learn something! 
 
Jesus said: “The harvest is great…but the laborers are few.” 
 
“No sooner is one converted than there is born within him a desire to make known to 
others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus. The saving and sanctifying truth 
cannot be shut up in his heart.  {DA 141.3}   
 
This motivation comes from Jesus Himself. 
Jeremiah said: “Here am I, send me.” 
 
There are people that YOU will be able to reach better than anyone else.  
 
 
2. Use the method of Christ 
“Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people.  
The Saviour  
1. mingled with men  
2. as one who desired their good.  
3. He showed His sympathy for them,  
4. ministered to their needs,  
5. and won their confidence.  
6. Then He bade them, "Follow Me."  {MH 143.3}   
 
Evangelism is not only about doctrines, it’s about relationship, friendship, to meet 
people’s needs, win their confidence, and point them to Christ so He can save them. 
  
Here we have the recipe of evangelism in a nutshell! 
Evangelism is not an event, but a lifestyle. 
 
Why do we become friends with people?  
We become friends with others because we care about them - an expression of 
God’s love, working through us - it does not matter if they sooner or later accept the 
gospel. We will still serve others. 
We seek the good of others, not because we feel we have to, but it has become a 
way of living, in serving of others. We do that because Christ lives in us and works 
through us. 
 
Jesus knew Judas would not receive Him, but still treated him like any other person. 
 
True friendship and true love will lead us to not only help people with their needs, but 
also to share the gospel. 
 
“People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much 
you care.” 



Effective Personal Evangelism – Class Notes 
www.empowermissions.org 

 

3 

 
How should we do that? 
“There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were 
given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater 
results would be seen. The poor are to be relieved, the sick cared for, the 
sorrowing and the bereaved comforted, the ignorant instructed, the inexperienced 
counseled. We are to weep with those that weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice. 
Accompanied by the power of persuasion, the power of prayer, the power of 
the love of God, this work will not, cannot, be without fruit.  {MH 143.4}   
 
Where shall we begin?  
Every one of us have a circle of influence, a network of family, friends, classmates, 
colleagues, etc .. 
Several of us have a burden to reach to these, but we do not know exactly how to do it.  
 
Sometimes we might not know how to turn a conversation into something spiritual. 
But start here, with those who you know! Let them see that you care. 
 
There are always exceptions. Sometimes the Holy Spirit impresses us to do more 
radical things. 
Some are further down the road and are ready for more. 
 
Make sure the people in your circle of influence have trust to you, that they see that 
you care about them and want to help with their needs. 
 
 
3. Look for Divine Appointments 
As for the spiritual part, we know that not everyone knows that they have a spiritual 
need. 
There's a hole in every human heart that only God can fill. 
 
Pray that God will give you opportunities to witness. 
Be prepared for that God will answer your prayers. 
 
Have material available in your daily life: 

• Tracts like GLOW, Lifestyle mini (Easy to leave on different places + give away) 
• Books (Steps to Christ, Desire of Ages, Great Controversy, etc.)  
• Correspondence course invitations 
• Other tracts and brochures 

 
In your house, in the wallet, in the pocket, in the car. 
 
Be aware of that the people you meet are at different levels. Many people are 
interested in health and not at all interested in religion. Try to meet and help them 
with their needs! 
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Exchange name and contact information. 
Keep contact with the person, as a friend! 
Visit him / her 
Give a gift. 
Win the confidence, then you can get the opportunity to share the word of God. 
 
 
4. Be a Friend 
Jesus ”mingled with people” 
 
How can I get to know someone and have a good conversation? 
FORT – An acronym that is an effective way of getting to know people in a way that 
builds confidence and puts them at ease. 
 
F – Family 
The first thing that you can most easily talk to people about is their families or 
themselves. Someone said that the sweetest word in the human language is the 
name of the person to which you are talking to.  
Talk to the person about himself and his family and he will know that you are 
interested to learn about various interests that they may have. Get them to tell you 
where they were born, how may children they have and where they live. This will 
relax and divert their minds from the fear of you and your mission. They will feel that 
you are really interested in them. 
 
O – Occupation 
Most women will be interested in their husband and children, and most men will 
usually be interested in their jobs and hobbies. Get the man to tell you about his 
occupation or what he does for recreation and he will start telling you about the 
things that he at first would not have told you. You will learn a lot about people by 
just listening to what they say and do not say. 

 
R – Religion  
It is helpful to know the person’s religious background so that we can help him in his 
religious growth.  
You can ask, “Did you grow up in a believing/Christian family?”  
“Do you have a faith? / “Do you attend a church in the area?”   
In this way we get to know the person, and then it can help to ask short questions 
afterwards. 
It is very valuable information that can give us information about whether they are 
members of a Church, study the Bible, or something else. 
 
This helps us to determine how we can help their spiritual need. 
 
T – Testimony 
Now you have the opportunity to build a bridge to something spiritual. This is not the 
time to have a sermon about the Sabbath, antichrist or other controversial topics. But 
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you can witness to your own relationship with Jesus Christ. If it fits, share how you 
came to believe and how you got to know CHRIST.  
Share what Christ has done for you, how He has delivered you from sin, how He is 
your friend, etc.   
This is a good opportunity to share something related to a problem or felt need this 
person has. 
You can share how God has been the answer in a similar problem.  
This will help the person want to know the same Savior who has helped you, and it 
will create a feeling of kinship with you as he or she identifies with your problem and 
the solution you found in Jesus.   
 
When you ask a person a question, try to formulate it in such a way that it cannot be 
answered by a “yes” or a “no.” (Open Question) It will be a nicer conversation. 
Remember to share personal information about yourself for each question.  It’s not 
supposed to be a monolog, it’s supposed to be a real conversation. 
 
 

F                Family • Do you have a family? 
• Do you have any children? 
• Are you originally from this area? 
• In what area were you raised? 
 

O           Occupation   • What kind of work do you do? 
• How long have you worked there? 
• What type of work did you do? (retired or 

unemployed) 
• How do you like your job? 
 

R               Religion • What has been your religious 
background? 

• Have you been a (Methodist) all your life? 
• Do you attend a church? 
• Which church do you attend? 
• Does your whole family attend together? 
 

T              
Testimony 

• My life before I accepted Christ was... 
• How I became a Christian... 
• My life since becoming a Christian... 
• I have recently been sharing with my 

friends some interesting Bible lessons that 
have meant much to me. May I share 
them with you? 

(NOTE: Focus on the gospel and not how 
you became an Adventist.) 

 
This method builds trust! 
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Other good ways to get a bible study: 
“I have just discovered some fantastic bible study lessons that you might be interested in. 
They are about Bible prophecy and other interesting topics. If you are interested, maybe 
we could look at them together.” 
 
"I’m about to learn how to lead Bible studies with others, would you like to join?” 
 
This is just meant for help You have to apply it to your situation. The Holy Spirit will lead if 
you ask God.  
 
Share simple things about your faith, for a start, if you get a chance. 
Maybe someone is curious and asks you:  
What do you believe as SDA? 
 
Start with common ground, that is easy to agree with.  
Leave controversial topics for later. 
 
ADVENTISMS 4C (Christ, Cross, Commandments, Coming Again) 
 
Be a friend! 
Jesus ”desired [people’s] good.” 
 
“Go to your neighbors one by one, and come close to them till their hearts are 
warmed by your unselfish interest and love. Sympathize with them, pray with them, 
watch for opportunities to do them good, and as you can, gather a few together 
and open the Word of God to their darkened minds. --Review and Herald, March 13, 
1888.  {ChS 116.1}  
 
Look after opportunities, how God can use you to reach others, through being a 
friend. 
Loving others makes a great difference.  
  
Someone said: “People don’t need us to be theologians, what they need is that we 
care.” 
 
Openness and honesty are very important. 
 
Love your neighbor. 
Jesus cared. 
 
Show it: 
Help people with their needs: 
Mow the lawn, do some weeding, help them with shopping – whatever the need. 
 
Pray that God may lead you to someone, that you can lead to Christ. 
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5. Reach their heart. 
“Your success will not depend so much upon your knowledge and 
accomplishments, as upon your ability to find your way to the heart. By being social 
and coming close to the people, you may turn the current of their thoughts more readily 
than by the most able discourse.” GW 193 
 
We often believe that you have to talk a bunch, and share important truths to be 
witnessing. But we have just seen that it’s about being a friend.. 
 
To reach people we have to observe them and understand them, so we know how 
we can best reach them. 
Therefore, it is good to know something about their background and their situation. 
 
The best way to reach someone's heart is usually not by preaching a sermon on the 
street for anyone. 
Someone said that we were created with two ears and one mouth because we 
should listen twice as much as we speak. 
 
What did Jesus do? Did He always speak when He had the chance? 
No! 
“The minister must not feel that the whole truth is to be spoken to unbelievers on any and 
every occasion. He should study carefully when to speak, what to say, and what to 
leave unsaid.  {GW 117.2}  
 
Maybe you meet someone who is very anti-religion and that say.: 
If God exists, why does He not end all evil in this world? 
It is tempting to come up with a long answer. But if we want to reach someone's 
heart, we can, instead of answering, ask a question back: What do you think? 
What do you think the solution is? 
 
Then we get to know the better and see what ideas they have of things. Some 
people have a great need that others are listening to them, so just by doing his, you 
can reach someone's heart. It creates trust. 
 
So, try to understand how they think! 
 
The 3 F’s 
People with a need/problem. If you can relate to the problem, or know someone who 
has been through it. 
Say: 

• Feel – “I understand how you feel.” 
By letting your interest know how you feel you will win their confidence. 
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• Felt – “Many others in your present situation have felt exactly the same 
way.” 
No one likes to feel all alone in their situation. Share a story of 
someone you know (or yourself) who went through a similar situation. 

 
• Found – “But I/they have found…” “…I have learned that” 

This leads us to step three 
 
For example: I understand that you think it is meaningless, that if God exists, why 
doesn’t He do anything. 
I've been asking myself the same question before. I was thinking the following ... 
BUT, I've found something that made me rethink. 
Do you want to hear? 
 
This is a good opportunity to have a Bible study. 
 
“Jesus saw in every soul one to whom must be given the call to His kingdom. He 
reached the hearts of the people by going among them as one who desired their 
good. He sought them in the public streets, in private houses, on the boats, in the 
synagogue, by the shores of the lake, and at the marriage feast. He met them at their daily 
vocations, and manifested an interest in their secular affairs. He carried His instruction into 
the household, bringing families in their own homes under the influence of His divine 
presence. His strong personal sympathy helped to win hearts. He often repaired to 
the mountains for solitary prayer, but this was a preparation for His labor among men in 
active life. From these seasons He came forth to relieve the sick, to instruct the ignorant, 
and to break the chains from the captives of Satan.  {DA 151.2}   
… We are not to renounce social communion. We should not seclude ourselves from 
others. In order to reach all classes, we must meet them where they are. They will seldom 
seek us of their own accord. {DA 152.2} 
 
Most people won’t take their own initiative to come to Christ. We have to search for 
them. 
 
Did Jesus say: 
Stay in the Church, and make disciples…? 
We will never be able to fulfill the great commission if we wait that people will go in through 
the door to the Church. We need to get out there! 
 
Prejudice:  
”Christ drew the hearts of His hearers to Him by the manifestation of His love, and then, 
little by little, as they were able to bear it, He unfolded to them the great truths of the 
kingdom. We also must learn to adapt our labors to the condition of the people--to meet 
men where they are. While the claims of the law of God are to be presented to the world, we 
should never forget that love--the love of Christ--is the only power that can soften the heart 
and lead to obedience.  {Ev 484.3}   
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Jesus ” ministered to their needs, and won their confidence.” 
”Then He bade them: "Follow me".” 
 
 
6. Watch for spiritual interest 
Analyze your relation to your friends  
 
What friends have you never shared something spiritual with? 
Maybe you never have said a word, or given them anything. 
You have not said: ”I pray for you” or given them a book or a tract, etc.. 
 
Pray to God about what you can do. Maybe you can give a spiritual book as a gift for 
Christmas, 
Maybe you can give a tract to someone who experienced death in the family. 
 
Use the Christian media! Maybe you can share a video. 
 
When you are in a conversation with someone, and you get the chance, if it comes 
natural, share a testimony with them, or about your faith, if they seem interested. 
 
You can say: 
"Do you watch TV? ... It's a good program at 12:00 on Wednesday ..." 
"Have you heard about LifeStyleTV or 3ABN? ... It appears on this channel. Look at 
it" 
Ask them later what they thought. 
There are also local Adventist radio stations in some places you can suggest. 
 
We must actively build relationships. 
 
Giving someone a book or tracts are simple things! 
 
Let us say that you have two neighbors 
1. Baptized Christian 
2. Atheist 
 
Who do you choose to share something spiritual with? 
Look where there is more spiritual interest 
With the atheist you can give a bread, become a friend, and in this way touch his heart.  
Talk with him about his family, work, etc.  
Help him with his needs. 
 
Many times we aim our weapons on the wrong goal. 
  
Not all fish is caught with the same bate!  
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7. Pray 
Pray that God will lead you to someone, that you can lead to Christ.  
Pray for more workers in God’s work. 
Pray for divine appointments! 
 
Look for spiritual interest. 
 
Make a prayer list! Don’t give up in praying. 
EGW says: “Prayer moves heaven.” It makes a difference! 
Have faith 
 
Let us follow Christ’s method as we reach out to others. – Only then will we have 
success. 
 
Do you want God to use you in a more effective way in reaching others 
through personal evangelism? 


